Wheaton Public Library Self-Guided Tour

Wheaton Public Library
Expanding on Excellence

From its establishment
in 1891...

To its move to the
present location in
1965...




Toa1l979
addition that
doubled its size...

The Wheaton
Public Library has
continuously
expanded to meet
community needs.

Construction for
the building as it
IS today began in
December 2004
with ground
breaking.




A north portion of
the 1965 building
was demolished...

To make way for a
57,000 square foot 3-
story addition

When the addition
was finished in
February 2006...




The south end of the
library was vacated —
everything and
everybody moved into
the new addition and
the original building
was completely
renovated.

The library closed in
November 2006 for 3
months while the
renovation was finished.
In February 2007,
everything and everybody
spread out into the now
124,000 square foot

building.

Exterior Features Include:

Kasota stone will turn a
warm earthy color as it
ages.



On the east a rounded
reading room softens the
boxy look of the old
building.

To the west an expansive
pedestrian plaza leads to a
new west entrance to the

building. Landscaping,
sculpture and benches are
still to come.

Atriums on the west
and north bring
natural light to the
lower level children’s
department.



Let’s go inside...

The main entrance is in
the same place...but
probably the first thing
you notice is the new
stairway in the middle of
the first floor with Inox
panels and railings

Also new is the
Welcome Desk



Behind the Welcome
Desk is the Circulation
Department where you

check out books, register
for library cards, and pay
fines.

A new area for
material returns is just
to the left of the

checkoutdesk.

Please ask a
circulation staff
member for a glance
behind the scenes of
this department.

Go out the back circulation workroom door to the ste



In the back of the
reference/genealogy
area a small
conference room
contains a reading
table from the 1891
Adams Memorial
Library

Continue over to the genealogy area to the west
The library has an
Impressive
genealogical
collection. In addition
to books we have
magazines, files, and
many online databases.

On Friday nights a volunteer from the DuPage Co@epealogical Society
Is here in the department to help you with youregtar hunting

Books in the locked glass
case are special books
(for the most part
genealogy) that we want
to keep close control of
(high school yearbooks
and old phone books are
here t00).



The large reference
collection includes a
Business Reference
Section, Job Search
related items, and
online databases

Take a look at the lower level children’s area &iet

windows of the west atrium
The Reference Desk is
where you can receive
help...with locating
material, finding the
answers you need,
searching the extensive
subscription databases...It
is staffed at all times with a
professional reference
librarian.

Also in this area is a
bank of online library
catalog computers. Use
these computers to find
materials in this library
Online catalogs are
scattered throughout the
building.



Copy Center is across
from the Library
Catalogs

New books have a new

home...although they

are very close to their
old home...

Walk into the east
reading room...this
new space is a great
area for quiet
study...or to wait for a
ride.

Exit this room and walk toward the Audiovisual Desk



Popular collections are
housed in this end of the
library: DVDs,
audiobooks, music CDs,
and videos surround the
Audiovisual Desk where
you can ask for help or
check out materials.

Fiction, paperbacks,

and large type books
are in this area as well

as a Reader’s (and
Viewer’s and
Listener’s) Help Desk.

Proceed to Park View Commons (west of the Large @ 3moks)

Another new and popular spot is
Park View Commons...doesn't
it have a great view of the park?
Vending machines are coming
to this room. A coffee/tea/hot
chocolate machine plus one for
snacks and one for cold drinks
should be in place by the end of
April. For security reasons, you
cannot exit to the outside from
this room.

Exit Park View Commons and go north past the eleyat
to the west reading area



This area has beautiful
views and comfortable
seating.

Take elevator to® Floor (Choose 2 not 2R)

A quiet and beautiful
spot for study and
reading. Half of the
nonfiction collection
IS on this end of the
library (700-999).

Walk to the East

Here is another great
area to study and read.



The library’s Foreign
Language Collection
contains books in
Spanish, French,
Viethamese, and
several other
languages!

Go down the stairs or the ramp to teenspace

This fun area is intended
for Middle School and High
School students: Young
Adult fiction, paperbacks,
audiobooks and magazines
are shelved here. Coming
soon are computers with
game software and
homework databases.

Walk south on east side of stairway
A new computer
classroom will be used
for our popular computer
classes scheduled to
resume in May. Next to
that is a computer lab for
Internet use. A scanner is
here.



The magazine and
newspaper collection
wraps around the

stairwell.

Additional Internet stations
are also located in this
area. To the south is the
rest of the nonfiction
collection (000-699 plus
biographies).

Go towards the East Elevator

Framed Art Gallery.
ltems may be checked
out for 8 weeks; a small
fee Is required.

Go back past the magazine desk towards the AdulieQ@Room



Ask about reserving
an adult study room
at the Welcome Desk

We request complete silence in the Adult Quiet Room

The view from this room overlooks
Adams Park. The founder of the
original Adams Memorial Library

(which became the Wheaton Public

Library) lived in a house located on

that land. His daughter was the first

librarian. When she died she left the
land and house to the city of
Wheaton with the understanding that
the house be torn down and the land
made into a park. We are thrilled to
have a new physical connection to
this historic park.

The fireplace is a gift
from the Friends of the
Wheaton Public Library

($15,000).

Exit Quiet Room and take west elevator to tH& Bloor



The 3% Floor is
accessible only from
this elevator (and
emergency stairs).
Up here you'll find
the Board Room...

The Stalff
Room...

The Business
Office...



The Director and
Assistant Director’s
Offices...

And Technical
Services. Thisis
where all materials are
received and
processed.

This is also where we
have our computer
server room.



Also on this floor
are: a mechanical
room, staff
washrooms...

And an unfinished
storage area.

Return to 3% floor elevator and go to L

The Children’s Department
Is in the lower level of the
library. The north area
houses fiction and
nonfiction for elementary
school children, reading
areas, the Children’s
Reference Collection, and

Children’s AV.

Walk to the East and then up the stairs or ramp



Here we have
computers for
children (divided by
preschool and grade

school levels)...

Group study rooms
for children and staff
offices can be found

along the main

Children’s Hall...

And here we are at the
Children’s Check Out
Desk.

Go to the West Easy Book Area



Big Cozy Books were
purchased with gift

money and a generous
donation from the

Junior Woman'’s Club.

The atrium lets in a
lot of natural light.

Go down the long Children’s Hall toward the weseghtor

Peek inside the Story
House (it's unchanged).

Go into the Meeting Room complex



Large Meeting Room

There are two small
meeting rooms that
were carved out of
existing storage
areas.

Exit the area and take the elevator or stairs baokthe first floor.

You're now back at the
Welcome Desk

WE HOPE YOU ENJOY YOUR NEW
WHEATON PUBLIC LIBRARY!



Tour Fact Sheet

Architect: BCA Burnidge Cassell Associates
25 South Grove Avenue, Suite 500 Elgin, 0180

Contractor : Bulley & Andrews, Chicago

Interior Design:  Burnidge Cassell Associates (Jodi Heifner)

Square Footage : approx. 124,000 square feet ( Lower level 38,142
First floor 38,063 Second floor 37, 068 Third Floor 11,245)

The old building was approximately 72,000 square feet.

Cost: approx. 20 million. The project was financed with a general obligation bond issue. The
city issued the bonds; a referendum was not necessary as we have a city form of government
with home rule powers

Project : Groundbreaking was December 2004. The addition was completed in February 2006;
Renovation completed February, 2007

Collections: Approximately 350,000 books; 18,000 cds; 14,000 audiobooks; 6000 DVDs, 12,000
VHS

Population Served : We are a city library; population of Wheaton is 55,416

Circulation : last year was not typical as we were closed for several months; our normal
circulation is more than 1 million (1,067,360 in FY 2005-2006; 1,164,465 in FY 2004-2005)

Circulation System : Innovative Interfaces

RFID (Radio Frequency ldentification ) System : 3 M
Computers : 102 public access; 71 staff; 4 print stations
Wireless : Available throughout the building

Internet Connection:  T1 line

Staff size : 25 full time plus 48 part time (14 hold a Master of Library Science degree)



